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DISTRICT MAN SENTENCED TO OVER TEN YEARS IN JAIL 
FOR STABBING NEIGHBOR WHILE HIGH ON PCP

– Stab wound was quarter-inch from causing certain death–

WASHINGTON - A 32-year-old District man, Farrell Taylor, was sentenced on Friday,
June 4, 2010, to over ten years’ incarceration on the charge of Aggravated Assault while Armed
in the Superior Court of the District of Columbia, U.S. Attorney Ronald C. Machen Jr.
announced.  The case stemmed from a vicious assault that occurred last summer in the 2200
block of 13  Street NE, where, without any motive, the defendant stabbed one of his neighbors inth

the chest. 

According to evidence introduced at trial, in the late afternoon of August 3, 2009,
defendant Taylor as walking to his home in the 2200 block of 13  Street N.E., talking to himself,th

after having recently ingested PCP.  Across the street, two neighbors – who knew the defendant –
sat on the porch, observing the defendant’s strange behavior.  Suddenly, defendant Taylor shifted
his attention to the two neighbors.  Without any provocation, the defendant ran across the street,
pulled out a knife, and chased the neighbors inside of their house.  The defendant then forced
himself through the front door and chased the occupants outside with his knife.  

Once outside, defendant Taylor walked up to one of the neighbors, who was a casual
acquaintance from the neighborhood.  Again, without any provocation, the defendant lunged at
the neighbor and buried his knife in his chest, piercing his heart.  The defendant tried to stab his
victim again, but – notwithstanding the wound to his chest – the victim was able to defend
himself from further injury.  Concerned witnesses immediately called 911, and an ambulance
responded and rushed the victim to the hospital.  Medical doctors quickly performed open-heart
surgery on the victim, closing the wound to his pierced heart. At trial, a doctor testified that, had
that stab wound been a quarter-inch deeper, the victim would have died on the way to the
hospital.  The victim and all eyewitnesses knew the defendant from the neighborhood, and none
knew of any reason that the defendant would have stabbed the victim.  Defendant Taylor pled not
guilty and proceeded to trial, where a jury found him guilty of Aggravated Assault while Armed,
Assault with a Dangerous Weapon, Assault with a Significant Bodily Injury, Unlawful Entry, and
Carrying a Dangerous Weapon. 
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In announcing his sentence, District of Columbia Superior Court Judge John Mott noted
that the case was just short of a homicide, and he highlighted the senseless violence caused by the
use of PCP.  “If there ever were a case that perfectly illustrated the destructive effects of PCP on
the city of Washington, D.C., this is it,” Judge Mott said. 

In announcing the result, U.S. Attorney Machen commended MPD Investigators Michael
Johnson and Douglas Reynolds of the Fifth District Criminal Investigation Division, as well as
MPD Officers Christopher Hall, Douglas Hain, and Joseph Gibson.  U.S. Attorney Machen also
expressed his appreciation to paralegal Kalisha Johnson-Clark, Litigation Support and Assistant
U.S. Attorney Chris Kavanaugh, who investigated, indicted, and tried the case. 
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